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Beer Open Regatta Sailing Instructions, Saturday 8™ August 2026
Hosting and Organising Authority: Beer Sailing Club on behalf of the Beer Regatta Committee

Beer Regatta will be governed by the Rules as defined in the Racing Rules of Sailing.

Entries - competitors must complete an entry form before their first race.

Declarations are required for all boats at the end of their final race, including boats retiring.

Notices to competitors will be posted on the noticeboard in the Clubhouse.

Changes in Sailing Instructions will be posted on the noticeboard 1 hour before the start time of Racing and
explained at the briefing.

The Race Office, also known as the Race Hut, is located on the cliff top outside the Clubhouse.

Safety - Personal Flotation Devices, meaning Lifejackets or Buoyancy Aids, must be worn while afloat.

Radio communication is via VHF channel M1.

Participants agree to be bound by the BSC-published sailing protocols.

Competitors are kindly requested to respect any reasonable request from the volunteer race officials.

The patrol boat will communicate with participants to encourage them to start punctually when appropriate and
advise of any changes to the racing.

The schedule of races and timing signals will be displayed in the Clubhouse one hour before racing starts.
There will be a briefing on the beach one hour before the scheduled first start — you are obliged to attend.

The racing area will be Beer and Seaton Bay.

The Start Line will be between the mast on the Committee Boat flying a red flag and the leeward mark.

The starting sequence will be communicated by sound signals from the patrol boat, with vocal help when
appropriate. Any boats seen on the course side of the start line at the starting signal will be warned by the race
officials using sound signals and vocal communication.

Courses will be Triangle, Sausage repeated until shortened. Marks of the course are orange, inflated cylinder
buoys. All marks shall be rounded to port.

The Finish Line will be between the mast on the Finishing Boat flying a red flag and any rounding mark of the
course. A shortened course will be communicated by sound signal and proactive communication from the Race
Management Team.

Time Limits - All boats not finishing within 60 minutes of their start or within 15 minutes of the first boat
finishing, whichever is the longer, will be deemed to have retired. At the discretion of the Race Officer, back
markers may be given a place and requested to return to the starting area.

Protest time will extend from the time of the preparatory signal of the first race of the day until 60 minutes after
the last boat finishes in the last race of the day. Protests shall be in writing and delivered to the Race Office on
time, with a £250 Donation deposit to the Beer Regatta Fund, returnable only if the protest is upheld.

The Low Point Scoring System of Appendix A in the RRS will apply. Handicap results will be calculated using the
current Portsmouth Yardstick rating system. BSC Personal Handicaps will be set by the BSC Race Officer.

Cups or Prizes will be awarded to competitors as appropriate.

Risk Statement - Rule 3 of the Racing Rules of Sailing states: “The responsibility for a boat’s decision to
participate in a race or to continue racing is hers alone.” Sailing is, by nature, an unpredictable sport and,
therefore, inherently involves an element of risk. By taking part in any of the events covered by this notice of
race, each competitor agrees and acknowledges that:

They are aware of the inherent element of risk involved in the sport and accept responsibility for the exposure
of themselves, their crew and their boat to such inherent risk while taking part in the event.

They are responsible for the safety of themselves, their crew, their boat and their other property, whether
afloat or ashore.

They accept responsibility for any injury, damage or loss to the extent caused by their own actions or omissions.
Their boat is in good order, equipped to sail in the event, and they are fit to participate.

The provision of a race management team, patrol boats, and other officials and volunteers by the organiser
does not relieve them of their own responsibilities.

The provision of patrol boat cover is limited to such assistance, particularly in extreme weather conditions, as
can be practically provided in the circumstances.

It is their responsibility to familiarise themselves with any risks specific to Beer Beach, Beer and Seaton Bay or
any risks drawn to their attention in any information and guidance produced for participation.

It is their responsibility to attend any event briefing.



